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This bill establishes the Missouri Palliative Care and Quality of
Life Interdisciplinary Council within the Department of Health and
Senior Services to be a palliative care consumer and professional
information and education program to improve quality and delivery
of patient-centered and family-focused care in Missouri. On or
before December 1, 2015, the following members must be appointed to
the council:

(1) Two members of the Senate appointed by the President Pro Tem
of the Senate;

(2) Two members of the House of Representatives appointed by the
Speaker of the House;

(3) Two board-certified hospice and palliative medicine physicians
licensed in Missouri appointed by the Governor;

(4) Two certified hospice and palliative nurses licensed in
Missouri appointed by the Governor;

(5) A certified hospice and palliative social worker appointed by
the Governor;

(6) A patient and family caregiver advocate representative
appointed by the Governor; and

(7) A spiritual professional with experience in palliative care
and health care appointed by the Governor.

The council members must serve for a term of three years without
compensation, but, subject to appropriations, must be reimbursed
for their actual and necessary expenses incurred in the performance
of their duties as members of the council. The council must
consult with and advise the department on matters related to the
establishment, maintenance, operation, and outcomes evaluation of
palliative care initiatives in Missouri. The council must submit
an annual report to the General Assembly that includes an
assessment of the availability of palliative care in Missouri for
patients at early stages of serious disease and an analysis of
barriers to greater access to palliative care.

The bill establishes the Palliative Care Consumer and Professional
Information and Education Program within the department, with the
purpose of maximizing the effectiveness of palliative care in



Missouri by ensuring that comprehensive and accurate information
and education about palliative care is available to the public,
health care providers, and health care facilities. The department
must publish on its website information and resources, including
links to external resources, about palliative care, including
specified information.

The bill encourages each hospital in Missouri to have a palliative
care presence on its Intranet or Internet website that provides a
link to one or more of the organizations: the Institute of
Medicine, the Center to Advance Palliative Care, the Supportive
Care Coalition, the National Hospice and Palliative Care
Organization, the American Academy of Hospice and Palliative
Medicine, and the National Institute on Aging. Each hospital in
Missouri is encouraged to have patient education information about
palliative care available for distribution to patients.

The department may develop and implement other initiatives
regarding palliative care services and education that the
department determines may further the purposes of these provisions.
The department must consult with the council in implementing the
provisions of the bill.

HCA 1: Removes the requirement that a hospital Intranet or
Internet website contain specified information


